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15, The imago f ojnnina mothnri Timnr-Hi r.] -^ -j Tn 1 /] ^ ^^^ ^ ^, ^ -1^ 
one type of the thermoplastic resin constitutes a main coirpatl^ 
of the thermoplastic resin and has a number average^^fttolecular 
weight of not more than 10000 while the other U^^i^s a number 
average molecular weight of not less than^irlJOOO , 

16. The image forming method acco;::dlng to claim 10, wherein 
a release layer is further pr^^^d!^ between the thermally 
transferable protective lay^^-^d the substrate film. 

17 . The image f ormjH-fgmethod according to claim 16, wherein 
the release layeri^^mposed mainly of an acrylic resin having 
a number aver^^^ naolecular weight of not more than 4 0000. 

IB^^^Q image forming method according to claim 10, wherein 
thet>e^Tnallytransferableprotective layer contains 



19. (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use 
in providing the image forming method according to claim 1 any 
ono of claimD 1 to 18 . 

20. (Trended) Arecordcomprisingaprotectivelayerprovided 
on the image of the print by the image forming method according 
to claim 1 any one of claimg 1 to 

21 . (Amended) A record produced by the image forming method 
according to claim 1 any one cf claima 1 to in , the record having 
a specular glossiness at 45 degrees in the range of 70 to 110% 
according to JIS Z 8741. 

22. An image forming method compriaing the otcpo of^ -- 
providing a protective layer transfer sheet comm:i^ing a 

thermally transferable protective layer having^a^^^ngle or 
multi-layer structure separably provided on a^^ubstrate sheets- 
providing a print output by a nonsi^;«^rphotographic color 
hard copy recording system; 

putting the protectivej^a^^ transfer sheet onto the print 
and thermally trans ferri^ia^t he protective layer onto an image 
in the print so as^><5cover at least the printed portion; and 
separatj^K^ the substrate sheet from the protective layer 
trans fer^^rf^t to form an image provided with a protective layer, 
^^^^^^he specular glossiness of the image provided with the 
i;5rot€ > ctiv Q layor boing 65 to 110% as moacurod in the angle range 
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layer bofore the transfer of the protoctivc layer qo moaourGd 
at 45 dcgrceo accorciing to JIS a 8741. 

25. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
22 any one of claimc 22 to 2^ , wherein the nonsilver photographic 
colorhardcopyrecordingsystemisanyoneof anelectrophotographic 
recording system, anink jet recordingsystem, anda thermal transfer 
recording system. 

26. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
22 any one of clainG 22 to 2i , wherein, in the protective layer 
transfer sheet, the thermally transferable protective layer 
contains an ultraviolet absorber. 

27. (Amended) A protective layer transfer sheet for use 
Ci in providing the image forming method according to claim 22 any 

one of claxmc 22 to 24 . 
ip 28. (Amended) Arecordcomprisingaprotective layerprovided 

on an image in a print by the image forming method according to 
claim 22 any one of claimc 22 to 24 . 
■Q 29. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 

1 ^ any one of claimo 1, — otOt — S-S-? — 23 and 24 , wherein the thermally 
transferring step is carried out by means of a thermal head. 
•O 30. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 

■ 1 any one of claimo 1, — i-97 — 22 , 23 and 2 4, wherein the thermally 

transferring step is carried out by means of a heat roll. 

31. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 
1 any one of claima 1, — 10, 22, — 23 and 2 4, wherein the protective 
layer transfer sheet is used in a roll form. 

32. (Amended) The image fojntiing method according to claim 
1- any one of claima 1, — 3r9-? — 22 , 23 and 2 4 , wherein the protective 
layer transfer sheet is used in a separated sheet form. 

33. (Amended) The image forming method according to any one 
of claimG claim 32, wherein an assemblage comprising a mount and 
a protective layer transfer sheet secured on top of the mount 
is used. 

34. (Amended) The image forming method according to any one 
of claimo claim 33, wherein each size of the mount, the protective 
layer transfer sheet and the print satisfies the following 
relationship : 



m 
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Mount > Protective layer transfer sheet > Print. 
35. (Amended) The image forming method according to claim 33 
any one of claimc 33 or 3 4, wherein a basis weight of the mount 
is in a range of 80 to 500 g/m^. 



